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Lets take a moment to talk about lane closures at intersections. The picture below is of a lane closure 
setup with deficiencies that should be corrected.    
 

 Truck parked in the thru lane: Flip 
the arrow board, with a right arrow 
displaying, and facing oncoming traffic. 
 

 Truck parked in the left turn lane: 
replace or repair lights that are missing 
or out on the arrow board. 
 

 Lane closure: The lead in taper  is too 
short.  

 Use more cones, as shown in the 
 example to lengthen the taper, to make 
 more room to work and to more safely 
 merge traffic to the open lane.  

 

When Setting up a lane closure for inter-
section work be sure of the following: 
 The intent for this set up is to close the 

left turn lane and the thru lane to install 
special markings. Be sure the trucks are in the cor-
rect lanes. 

 Arrow boards should face oncoming traffic to pro-
vide advanced warning displaying the correct arrow 
and directing oncoming traffic toward the open thru 
lane.  

 The arrow boards should be working properly and 
all lights functioning. Three lights are missing or 
out in the one arrow board displaying. Were the 
lights working during the pre-trip inspection? Was a 
pre-trip inspection completed at the start of the 
shift? 

 Refer to Page 2 of this Tool Talk: MDOT Maintain-
ing Traffic Typical 101-GENERAL-SPACING 
CHARTS for guidance on taper lengths.  
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